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Mrs. Kuwana is an innovator, educator and entrepreneur. She is Founder 
and Chair of Global Citizens Initiative Inc. She was inspired to found GCI 
by her own personal experience of growing up in Japan and the United 
States. As a teenager, Mrs. Kuwana struggled with what it meant to be 
both Japanese and American. It was only as an adult that she started to 
embrace and appreciate both countries and cultures, acculturate and fi nd 
her own unique identity.

Mrs. Kuwana authored the research-based discussion paper Nurturing 
Our Next Generation of Global Citizens, with input from academics and 
thought leaders from the Harvard Business School, Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, Harvard College, Phillips Exeter Academy, Hackley 
School, and her communities in Tokyo and the greater New York area. 
Her hopes and goals are to provide the opportunity for an eff ective 
global education of all citizens – of all educational and socioeconomic 
backgrounds – and to contribute towards a bett er, more sustainable and 
peaceful world.

In addition to GCI, Mrs. Kuwana has been in fi nance for over three 
decades. At 24, she became the youngest Vice President in Citicorp’s 
history. She was also Vice President at Morgan Stanley and senior 
level at Bear, Stearns & Co. In 2004, she co-founded Cook Pine Capital 
LLC. Her major clients include top-tier hedge funds and global money 
management fi rms. In 2016, Forbes Japan featured Mrs. Kuwana on the 
List of 55 Women with a Sense of Mission.

Mrs. Kuwana holds an MBA from Harvard Business School, and a BS 
from University of Pennsylvania, Wharton School.


